
Cathedral zappers! 
AN ALIEN spaceship " zapped '' off the theory as out of this 
York Minster - that's the ·w·orld and local RAF hases 
amazing claim of two drivers reported no UFO sightings. 
who say they saw a glowing But the drivers, Blll W hite­
zeppelin- shaped UFO swoop hood, of Haxby, and Eddie 
ov-er the cathedral on the night Acaster, or Hunbington, ·are 
of the .blaze. . . . no:w .. hopi:,hg other witnesses will 

· Ohmchmen yesterday laughed--.· romedorwa.r-d. · 
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MINSTER SAY UFO MEN 
TWO drivers claim ed yesterday that York 
Minster was zap ped by an alien- spaceship the 
night of the big blaze. 

. STAR RE�ORTER 

Canon Michael Bowerlnlt 
asked: 

:: • R -:; 

G York Miiif8PH� �h 
AN ATTACK by an alien 
spaceship started the fire 
whic h badly da maged . 
York Mlnster last week, it 
was claimed yesterday. 

by UFO'· 
Taxi driver Bill White· York, claimed a similar 

head, 44, of Haxby, York sigh ting a nd ma de a 
said he saw a cigar- sketch of the UFO. · 

. shaped UFO send down a A 
· 

· 

ray while it was over the 
seruor fire officer said: 

cathedral at the t ime. 
. "We have certain leads to 

Van driver Eddie Ac
. 

as· 
the cause of the fire, but a 
UFO attack is not one of 

ter, 55, of Huntingdon, them." 

·:. Y �r.k Minster f�_re · 

Sffi-T�e suggestion
. 

that ,t� fire . fn 
York Mmster.-�as £aused rby St. Elmo's 
fire (Aug. 1) ts Improbable as· ·st. Elmo's 
fire affords ,.prot�tion in m uch the same way as a l1ghtnmg. eonductor. 

They say they saw a cigar-shaped UFO over the 
cathedral just before· the £1 mm ion fire. 

Taxi driver Bill Whitehead. 44, o! Haxby, York. 
said it sent down orange-coloured rays. . ''Have these chaos seen 17 

St. Elmo's 
· fire is the discharge. of 

static electricity during .· a period 
· of i�tense electrical activity. �It is genually seen as a ball .of blue ljght hovering 

at the top of elnps .masts or on aircraft 
fuselage When passing through a severe 

And van drin�r Eddie Acaster, 55, said independ· 
ently that the obJect glowed bright orange and left 

a· white vapour trail. 

F • h d - · 
He m a d e a . Quick 

alnt atte · 
· _: _, . sketch of it from his 

· . · 
: ! . home in Huntington, 

York. 

Both men satd .thev 
had not come forward 
sooner for fear of bein� 
ridiculed. N o w t h e v 
hoped others who mi�h·t have seen it may soeak 
out. 

opticians lately ? " • • 

And a senior North 
Yorks fire officer added : 
''We are investigatin� 
certain leads about the 
cause of the biaze -
but a lJFO attack is not 
one of them.'' 

Airfields 
Checks with five RAF 

bases and three civil 
airfields in the area 
re'Vealed that no air­
craft were seen in the 
vicinity at the time of 
the reported sightings ­
Nor. were there any 
official UFO sightings. 

thunderstonn. · · 

Some years ego a friend was out on � small yacht in the English Channel 
durmg a severe thunderstorm at night 
when St. Elmo's fire appeared at the 
mast head. Shortly afterwards several 
tremendous flashes . of lightning de­
scended into . the sea all around. the 
yacht and there is Httle doubt that the 
yacht was not struck because of St. 
Elmo's fire at the mast head. 

Had St. Elm(.'s fire occured. on the 
lightning condu<:tors on the South Tran­sept -roof York. Minster would probably 
have survived the storm. 

D •. J. · BRADBURY \j t'r, T-tk � Sheffield. · 
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' CAUSED BY'y 
. 
LIGH'fNING' 

The . fire which devastated 
part _of York M inste r earlier 
this month was probably caused 
by li�htning, North Yorkshire 
Fire Brigade said last nigi1t. 

A spokesman said that in a . report to the Home Office this 
• week it would be revealed that 
l MeteoroloR:ical Office sa telli le 

photographs taken over the 
York area at the time showed 
a cloud formation known to 
produce lightning bolts. 

He d e n ied reports that rt 
"ball of lightnin�" phenomenon 
known as St Elmo's Fire wac:: 
a probable cause. "I don't 

.I knQW .where this idea came 
:u from,_ but it certainly plays no 
· 1 part m our preliminary report 

to the Home Office." 
e ,I 
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!'Freak boit' I 
�1hit Minster �� A FREAK bolt of light· 

- nl� set York Minster 

;:.t-:: a b l a z e, fire chiefs 

<::::�revealed yesterday. 

- L And they said the £3 .; (I) mUlion disaster could 
.J � have been averted but for 

· ·r:r � a ftve-metre blind soot In 
,·.::.0 :::> the cathedral's fire 

. a detection system. 
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